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Veterans Day Holiday Safety Message 

1. Veterans Day is a time to honor the men and women who proudly serve or have served in 
the Armed Forces. It is an opportunity for us all to pause and remember that we are all 
"Soldiers for Life"; linked to the proud legacy of those Veterans that served before us. 
World War I, the "Great War," officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles was signed on 
June 28, 1919 in the Palace of Versailles, France. In November 1919, President Woodrow 
Wilson proclaimed November 11 as the first commemoration of Armistice Day with the 
following words: "To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn 
pride in the heroism of those who died in the country's service and with gratitude for victory 
both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has 
given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations ... " 
The holiday's name changed to "Veterans Day" in 1954 under the administration of President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

2. I ask that Soldiers of the Warrior Team take a moment to reflect on and recognize the 
contributions of all who have served and are currently serving in our military, including each of 
you. As we enjoy this well-deserved holiday let us not forget that managing risk is a Leader 
responsibility. A deliberate approach to practicing safety demonstrates a genuine concern for 
our Soldiers, civilians, family members, and host nation partners. We have a responsibility to 
look out for one another- meaning leader to led, battle buddy to battle buddy, and Soldier to 
Soldier. 

3. Leaders must routinely talk with subordinates in small groups or one-on-one about their 
activities and review safe practices for events, both on and off duty. We have a duty to 
represent self-discipline and professionalism as an American Soldier at all times, not just when 
in uniform. I expect Warriors to be responsible and accountable in the use of alcohol and 
charge everyone in helping prevent incidents not in keeping with our standards and values. 
Impress upon your Soldiers to "Think Twice" before conducting activities that may not 
represent the professionalism and self-discipline our Soldiers must display every day. 

4. I remind each of you that accidents pose an immediate threat to everyone's safety and well
being. The best protection is for each of us to remain focused in order to avoid hazardous 
situations and reduce or eliminate risks. You must always "Think Twice" before conducting 
any activity. Remember, each of you is a vital member of the Second Infantry Division 
Warrior Team. 

5. Warriors, thank you for all that you do here in the Republic of Korea. Your efforts continue 
to make you and the 2nd Infantry Division truly - Second to None/ 
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